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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Toshikatsu (JP 2001-297363) 

Toshikatsu discloses the following: 

1. A gaming machine enabling the insertion of bills, the gaming machine 
comprising (Fig. 5): 

a cabinet (machine 2 in Fig. 5); and 

a door, provided on a front face of the cabinet; 

wherein the door comprises (door 12 in Figs. 5 and 6, and paragraph 12): 

a bill insertion slot (coin entrance slot 8 in Fig. 5, and paragraphs 12, 14) ; 

a bill guide plate, extending outwards from a lower end of the bill insertion slot 
and having an opening (coin entrance slot inherently has a guild plate around the 
entrance of the slot); 

a guide part, positioned in a direction substantially right under the opening of the 
bill guide plate and guiding foreign matter from an exterior (change means 16 in Figs. 1 
and 2 lead the coin to a safe 17, paragraph 13); and 
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a container (safe 17 in Figs. 1-3), disposed at the rear face of the door for 
collecting the foreign matter (the safe 17 is inside the door 5, paragraph 15). 

2. The gaming machine according to claim 1, wherein an upper opening of the 
container is positioned in a substantially downward direction below the guide part and 
has a larger cross-sectional area than a cross section of the lower end part of the guide 
part (Fig. 3). 

3. The gaming machine according to claim 1, wherein the container is 
detachably mounted to the rear face of the door (the safe 17 which collects a coin is 
held free [attachment and detachment] inside the door 5, paragraph 15). 

4. The gaming machine according to claim 1, wherein the container is 
rectangular in horizontal cross-section, and one of long sides of the rectangular faces to 
the rear face of the door when container is mounted to the door (Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Toshikatsu. 

Toshikatsu significantly discloses the claimed invention as discussed above. 
However, Toshikatsu does not teach the storage capacity of the container is one liter or 
less. Nevertheless, the size of the container is a design choice, and design changes 
that do not impact the function of system cannot be relied on to distinguish the claimed 
subject matter over prior art. The size of the money container for a gaming machine is 
a design choice, which proportionally depends on the size and game value of the 
gaming machine. Smaller gaming machines collecting fewer amounts of bills than 
larger machines would have smaller containers than bigger gaming machines. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a container of one liter or less for small gaming machine 
that collect a small number of bills. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Toshikatsu in view of Aossey (US 4,269,297) 

Toshikatsu significantly discloses the claimed invention as discussed above. 
However, Toshikatsu does not teach the container is formed of a substantially 
transparent or semi-transparent material. However, in an analogous art to bill 
containers, Aossey teaches a container form substantially transparent or semi- 
transparent material (abstract, col. 1:35-49). The coin box may be entirely a see-thru 
coin box made from a tough hard transparent material such as plastic (col. 1:39-40). A 
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transparent box allows the machine operator to see how much money has been 
collected before the removal of the box (col. 1 :9-24). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one in ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Toshikatsu gaming machine enabling the insertion of bills, and incorporate Aossey's 
transparent container, in order allow the machine operator to see how much money has 
been collected through the transparent container 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Slot Machines A Pictorial History of the First 100 years discloses a gaming 
machine comprising a bill guild plate (pages 77-79, 135). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272-5563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olszewski Robert can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JHY 




OORBETT B. COBURN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



